Parent
Handbook

© 2011 California County Superintendents Education Services Association
Adapted by RUSD Education Services 2013

Introduction
This handbook gives parents an introduction to California’s Common Core
Standards and a summary of what students are expected to learn as they
advance through fifth grade. The standards are designed to reflect the
knowledge and skills that our young people need for success in college and
careers.
A common set of learning goals helps teachers and parents
ensure students are challenged and making appropriate progress.
Why Common Core Standards?
California educators have joined a national movement to adopt common
standards and assessments for English language arts and mathematics.
Currently, standards for what students should know and be able to do vary
among states, as does the difficulty of the assessments used to determine
whether students are meeting those standards. Common standards allow
for collaboration among states on best practices and professional
development.
Common learning goals provide a clear vision of what educators and parents
in all states should aim for. These learning goals help ensure that students
meet college and work expectations, are prepared to succeed in a global
economy and society, and are provided with rigorous content and application
of higher knowledge thinking. Benchmarked against international standards,
the Common Core Standards assist students in their preparation to complete
the requirements for enrollment at a California public university.
California’s Adoption of Common Core Standards
Adopted in California in August 2010, the K-12 Common Core State
Standards were developed through a state-led effort to establish consistent
and clear education standards for English language arts and mathematics.
The initiative was launched by and supported by the Council of Chief State
School Officers and the National Governors Association. In the Common
Core Standard adoption process, California added supporting standards to
complete the unique picture necessary for California students.
The
Common Core also added strength to the existing California standards by
including additional standards for vocabulary and new standards for
collaborative discussions. Literacy standards that focus on reading and
writing instruction during history/social studies, science, and technology also
were included. In mathematics, standards were added to demonstrate a
stronger emphasis on number sense and algebraic thinking.

Organization of Standards
This handbook organizes information about the standards for English language
arts and mathematics for each grade level or subject course from kindergarten
through 8th grade.
Each grade level provides a content overview and a
summary of skills developed at that level. Additional information about grades
9-12 will be provided at a later date.
In English language arts, California Common Core Standards are organized into
the following four groups: (1) reading, (2) writing, (3) speaking and listening, and
(4) language.
Vertical Trajectory of Reading Anchor Standards Sample
Strand: Reading—Informational Texts
Topic: Key Ideas and Details
Anchor 1: Read closely to determine what the text says explicitly and to make
logical inferences from it; cite specific textual evidence when writing or speaking
to support conclusions drawn from the text.
Grade
11-12
(RI.1112.1)
9-10
(RI.9-10.1)
8 (RI.8.1)

7 (RI.7.1)

6 (RI.6.1)
5 (RI.5.1)
4 (RI.4.1)
3 (RI.3.1)
2 (RI.2.1)

1 (RI.1.1.)
K (RI.K.1.)

Standard
Cite strong and thorough textual evidence to support analysis of
what the text says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the
text, including determining where the text leaves matters
uncertain.
Cite strong and thorough textual evidence to support analysis of
what the text says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the
text.
Cite the textual evidence that most strongly supports an analysis
of what the text says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from
the text.
Cite several pieces of textual evidence to support analysis of
what the text says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the
text.
Cite textual evidence to support analysis of what the text says
explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text.
Quote accurately from a text when explaining what the text says
explicitly and when drawing inferences from the text.
Refer to details and examples in a text when explaining what the
text says explicitly and when drawing inferences from the text.
Ask and answer questions to demonstrate understanding of a
text, referring explicitly to the text as the basis for the answers.
Ask and answer such questions as who, what, where, when,
why, and how to demonstrate understanding of key details in a
text.
Ask and answer questions about key details in a text.
With prompting and support, ask and answer questions about
key details in a text.

Grade 5 Overview | Mathematics
Fifth grade students finalize fluency with multi-digit addition, subtraction,
multiplication, and division. They apply their understanding of fractions to
the addition and subtraction of fractions with unlike denominators, the
concept of fraction multiplication and division, and decimal addition and
subtraction. They analyze numeric patterns and relationships and graph
ordered pairs on a coordinate plane. Students build on their understanding
of geometry by recognizing attributes of geometrical shapes and calculating
inside angle measurement and area of triangles and parallelograms.
Write and interpret numerical expressions using parentheses,
brackets, or braces
o “Add 8 and 7, then multiply by 2” is 2(8 + 7)
Express a whole number (2 – 50) as a product of its prime
factors
Describe more complex patterns by seeing the change
Understand the place value system from thousandths to
millions
Fluently multiply multi-digit numbers using the standard
algorithm
Divide multi-digit numbers by two-digit divisors
Read, write, and compare decimals to the thousandths
Round decimals to any place
Compute with multi-digit whole numbers and numbers with
decimals to the hundredths

Add and subtract fractions with unlike denominators
Multiply fractions and mixed numbers
Divide unit fractions by whole numbers and whole numbers by unit
fractions
Convert measurements and use in problem solving
o 0.05 m = 5 cm or 2.5 feet = 30 inches
Organize and explain data using a line plot
Understand and find the volume of rectangular prisms
Analyze number patterns
Graph points on a coordinate graph
Show a graph with an x and y axis with several
points labeled by their coordinates
Sort two-dimensional shapes into categories
based on their properties
Know what makes rectangles, parallelograms,
and trapezoids different
Know the inside sum of the angles of a triangle
(180 degrees) and a quadrilateral (360 degrees)
Be able to find the area of a triangle and parallelogram by knowing
and understanding the formula for area of these shapes

Grade 5 Overview | English Language Arts
Fifth grade students build on their ability to read longer words, using roots,
prefixes, and suffixes to determine the meaning of unknown words. Students
explain how an author supports points in a text. They use quotes accurately
when referring to the text. Students keep the audience in mind and include a
clear sequence of events when writing. Students listen to a speaker or
media source and identify reasons and evidence provided to support
particular points. They identify and discuss misleading ideas.
Reading
Quote accurately when referring to text
Determine the main ideas and summarize the text
Compare and contrast texts
Explain how an author uses reason or evidence to support points in
a text
Reading: Foundational Skills
Use grade-level phonics and word analysis skills
o Roots, prefixes, and suffixes
Read with accuracy and fluency
Writing
Write opinion pieces that support a point of view with reasons and
information
Write informative texts that share ideas and information
Write narratives that use related descriptive details and a clear
sequences of events
Write clearly and with a purpose; keep the audience in mind
Use technology to publish writing; type two pages in a single sitting
Speaking and Listening
Summarize information presented
Identify reasons and evidence a speaker or media source provides
to support particular points
Identify and discuss misleading ideas
Plan and deliver a speech
Deliver a memorized poem or section of a speech
Use expression and gestures
Language
Use correct grammar
Use verb tenses correctly
o Yesterday I walked
o Today I walk
o Tomorrow I will walk
Use correct capitalization, punctuation, and spelling
Use punctuation to separate items in a series/list
Use underlining, quotation marks, or italics in a title
Vary sentence length and style
Compare and contrast styles used in literature
Use a variety of methods to determine the meaning of an unknown
word

What differences will I see in my student’s assignments and how can I help?
The new Common Core State Standards make several important changes to current
standards. These changes are called shifts. Below you will see what these shifts change
and what you can do to help your student at home.

English Language Arts
What’s Shifting?

What to Look for?

What Can You Do?

Your student will now read
more non-fiction in each
grade level.

Look for students to have more
reading assignments based on
real-life events, such as
biographies, articles and
historical stories.

Read non-fiction books with
your children. Find ways to
make reading fun and exciting.

Reading more non-fiction
texts will help your student
learn about the world
through reading.

Look for your student to bring
home more fact-based books
about the world. For instance,
your 1st grader or
Kindergartener might read Clyde
Robert Bulla’s A Tree is a Plant.
This book involves students in
reading and learning about
science.

Know which non-fiction books
are grade-level appropriate
and make sure your student
has access to such books. Talk
to your school or local
librarian.

Your student will read
challenging texts very
closely, so they can make
sense of what they read and
draw their own conclusions.

Your students will have reading
and writing assignments asking
them to retell or write about key
parts of a story or book. For
example, your 2nd or 3rd grader
might be asked to read aloud
Faith D’Aluisio’s non-fiction book
titled What the World Eats and
retell facts from the story.

Provide more challenging
texts for your student to read.
Show them how to dig deeper
into difficult pieces.
Encourage them to talk with
you about what they have
read.

When it comes to writing or
retelling a story, your student
will use “evidence” gathered
from the text to support
what they say.

Look for written assignments
asking your student to draw on
concrete examples from the text
that serve as evidence.
“Evidence” is provided through
examples from the book that are
used to support a response or
conclusion.

Ask your student to provide
evidence in everyday
discussions and
disagreements.

Your student will learn how
to write from what they
read.

Look for writing assignments that Encourage writing at home.
ask your student to create
Write together using evidence
arguments in writing based on
and details.
evidence from the text. For 4th
and 5th graders, this might mean
reading and writing about The
Kids Guide to Money, a nonfictional book by Steve Otfinoski.

Your student will increase
their academic vocabulary.

Look for assignments that stretch
your student’s vocabulary
allowing them to see the “power”
in language.

Read often to babies, toddlers
and preschoolers. Read with
your older student or discuss
what they read independently.

Mathematics and the California Common Core State Standards (CCSS)
The Common Core State Standards (CCSS) for mathematics connects two types of
standards: one for mathematical practice (how students are able to apply and extend
math principles) and one for mathematical content (what students know about math).
Developing students at the elementary level will engage in a variety of mathematical
activities as they grow in subject maturity and expertise.

Mathematics
What’s Shifting?

What to Look for?

What Can You Do?

Your student will work
more deeply in fewer
topics, which will
ensure full
understanding. Less is
more!

Look for assignments that require
students to show their work and
explain how they
arrived at an answer. Look for
work asking students to make
sense of problems and to persevere
in solving them.

Know what concepts are
important for your student
based on their grade level
and spend time working on
those concepts. Ask your
student to explain how they
arrived at an answer.

Your student’s learning
will be a progression,
building year after
year.

Look for assignments that build on
one another. For example, students
will focus on adding, subtracting,
multiplying and dividing before
studying fractions. Each concept
forms the foundation for
increasingly complex mathematical
thought and application

Know what concepts are
important for your student
based on their grade level
and spend time working on
those concepts.

Your student will spend
time practicing and
memorizing math
facts.

Students may have assignments
focused on memorizing and
mastering basic math facts which
are important for success in more
advanced mathematical problems.

Help your students know
and memorize basic math
facts. Play games and
engage in activities that
encourage mental math.

Your student will
understand why the
math works and be
asked to talk about
and prove their
understanding.

Look for assignments requiring
your student to reason abstractly
and quantitatively, to construct
viable arguments and critique the
reasoning of others, and to model
with mathematics and to utilize
appropriate tools in problem
solving. Students will explore more
than one way to solve a problem.

Be aware of what concepts
your student struggled with
last year and support your
student in those challenge
areas moving forward.
Encourage your student to
share their mathematical
thinking.

Your student will now
Look for math assignments that are
be asked to use math in based on the real world. For
real-world situations. instance, homework for 5th
graders might include adding
fractions as part of a dessert recipe
or determining how much pizza
friends ate based on fractions.

Provide time every day for
your student to work on
math at home. Ask your
student to “do the math”
that pops up in daily life.
For example, determining
the length, width, and depth
of a garden plot to know
how many bags of garden
soil to buy.
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Our Mission
Ramona Unified School District, a Professional Learning
Community, will ensure a high level of learning for all
students through a culture of collaboration with families
and the community in the pursuit of excellence.

